
 

2017 Spectator Guide 



Des Moines Women’s Half Marathon, 5K and Team Relay 
May 7th, 2017 

Dear Amazing Spectator, 

  Here’s the truth: spectators have a really tough job and rarely get the credit 

they deserve. You’re up early in the morning, you have to get that “perfect photo” and 

you’re often running from place to place without a finisher medal waiting for you at the 

finish line. Not to mention the time spent making race signs! Don't fear, we’re here to 

help. We’ve created this handy spectator guide to help you be in the right place at the 

right time and also have a few minutes to enjoy some downtime on race morning as 

well. For all that you do, recognized or not, cheers to you spectator!  

         

       Team RipRoar 

Where to Park:  

Spectator parking and athlete parking are one in the same for this event. All spectators 

arriving with or without an athlete will be asked to park on the large field inside 

Waterworks Park at the Gray’s Lake entrance off of Fleur Dr. Please note that Fleur Dr 

will be closed from 7:45-8:30 for the start of the race.  

What To Bring:   

Every spectators pack list will be a little different, but given the location here are a few 

items we would suggest:  

• A blanket: there will a lot of grass to spread out on) 

• A “camp chair:” for those looking to be a bit above the ground) 

• A Sign:  The more clever the better.  

• A course map 

• Some cash:  we will have donuts, coffee and breakfast burritos for sale 

• Something that makes noise: a cowbell, a symbol or an angry child. 



Where to Be:  

We’ve designed our half marathon course to be spectator friendly. Here are a few 

perfect places to be: 

1. The Start Line on “The Hill.” You’ll get a great shot of all the athletes lined up.  

2. Mile 6.5: Located just 3/10 of a mile west from the start line, this will be a great 

spot to cheer as athletes start the second half of their race.  

3. Mile 12: Located just over the hill from the Start line you’ll be able to see your 

athlete twice on this out and back section 

4. Finish Line: The same place as the start line and just over the hill from the mile 12 

cheer zone.  

Tracking Your Athlete: 

We will have two timing splits on the course that will automatically update to the 

following link: http://edge.raceresults360.com/rr360/race/CeTBpy/  

If you do not have access to the internet during the race you can go to the race results 

tent in the post race party at any point and get a print out with the most up-to-date 

locations of your athletes.  

Race Day Photos:  

On of the most important elements of spectating on race day is capturing photos. This 

year we’ve created a photo experience you’ve likely never seen before at a race. The 

process is simple:  

1. Snap a photo from anywhere during packet pick-up or anytime on race day 

2. Upload that photo to Twitter or Instagram (sorry no Facebook) with either 

#shapeactivewear or #dsmwomenshalf  

3. We’ll print your photo for free and post it inside Jasper Winery. It’s yours to 

take!  

4. Repeat.  

http://edge.raceresults360.com/rr360/race/CeTBpy/

